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Why It was n«1 More Niifwisflil, 
This question suggested itself 
to us by a correspondent who. in 
traveling in the west, was 
present at the dedication of a 
Baptist church, coating $10,000, 
in a small western town. This 
juan — a brother — lamented the 
fact that while he could find oth- 
er church organisations in every 
town and city, he was not able 
to find the Dunkard church in 
any of them where he traveled. 
We know that these are facts 
although the church had an early 
foothold on American soil. The 
Methodist church celebrated its 
centennial at Baltimore last De- 
cember, while the Dunkard 
church might have celebrated Us 
centennial several years ago. 
We need not state facts and 
figures to show our readers the 
great contrast between the two : 
that is apparent to everybody. 
Hnt onr correspondent wants to 
know why the Dunkard church, 
with its strict observance of the 
ordinance*, baa not planted its 
banner in the towns and cities of 
our land. The reason to us is 
plain. It is because it taught 
some tbiuge for "ordinances" 
that were but the "command- 
menta of men," and omitted to 
teach and practice others that 
were commandments of God. 
F:>r instance, there was the ordi 
nance of the combing of hair ; 
and coat collar, and cap, and a 
tew otherB that required much 
time to teach and enforce, tor 
which there is no command ment 
in God's word, but rests entirely 
on the traditions ot men; aud, 
again there is the ordinance, 
"That the Lord himself has or 
dained that he who preaches the 
Gospel should live of the Gos 
pel," that was entirely neglected. 
This, in 'our opinion, ie the res 
son why the Dunkard church is 
not planted iu eycry town, coun 
ty and city in the I'uited States. 
The only reason that it still ex 
ists, even in the rural districts, is 
because it taught and practiced 
some of the ordinances which 
others omitted but which they 
could not controvert. These are 
the foundation stones in the new 
ly constructed Brethren church ; 
and stripped from the aupertlu 
ities above named, its future 
looms up bright aud glorious, as 
the success of little hande of 
workers is reported from Phila- 
delphia to San Francisco. 


sidcred apart from the inflaenoe 
of divine grace, tbe Apostle of 
the Gentiles, was a man of won- 
derful energy, ol decision of 
character, and devotion to duty. 
What he undertook to do, he did 
wiih all his power. This is roan- 
ilcat in all hi« opposition to the 
Christian religion before his eon 
version. He believed in God, 
and called to his aid all the pow 
en at his cemmand, to defend the 
institutions hi supposed God de 
sired to perpetuate, against the 
encroachment of a oew By stem 
that, to him at that time, seemed 
to be the production of an evil 
power. 

Alter his conversion, he dis- 
plays, not only the same strength 
of character, but a great deal 
more through tbe grace that he 
enjoyed aud the direction of the 
Spirit. So in great weakness be 
shunned not to declare the whole 
counsel of God, and made him 
self pure from tbe blood of all 
men. 

It is a solemn scene to view 
tbe expanse of our future in its 
relation to our res pousibili ties. 


in man independent from the 
book of books. 

Tbe Bible tells of man as be ia 
and as he ought to be and con- 
tains a full and perfect revelation 
ot God and his will, adapted to 
man in his present state. 

Tbe words of the Bible contain 
all the idem in it, and tbe words 
and sentences are to be translat- 
ed, interpreted and understood 
according to the same rules of 
interpretation as may he applied 
to other ancient writings ; lor 
when God spoke to man in his 
own language he spoke as one 
person converses to another, in 
language that he could under- 
stand. Otherwise it would be no 
revelation but would always re- 
quire a class of inspired persons 
to interpret the word to others. 

Tbe only words ot inspiration 
are contained in the Bible, and 
outside of that there is no inspi- 
ration from any man or body of 
men. 

The spiritual meaning of the 
Bible is the knowledge God 
seeks to convey to man through 
the words of the Bible. Outside 
of the words and sentences of 


Every act ol life may have some 

influence in forming the destiny thi Bible there is no teaching of 

tbe Bible spiritual or otherwise. 
With this view of the Bible 
we are prepared to study it as a 
plain, reasonable ex post ton of 
God's will to man and as such it, 
and it alone, will suffice to teach 
us the way of life and truth and 
eternal salvation, 


of a companion, an associate, or 
a sinner. A single, idle or frivo- 
lous word, in si i ine situations, 
might turn a seeker for the un- 
searchable riches out of the path 
to eternal life; while a word fitly 
spoken in an apportune moment 
regarding the greatest work ot 
life, might prompt a bearer to 
embrace the only Savior of man- 
kind. 

The grace ot God aud tbe cross 
of Christ embellished the banner 
that tbe great Apostle ever kept 
unfurled, and many were they 
who followed it into the realms 
of eternal happiness. 
The lite of Paul is an interesting 
and useful study; and an imita- 
tion thereof means a bold, ag- 
gressive, devoted and an unceas- 
ing tight against sin. Who will 
tight in the holy war, and de- 
clare in the end" I am pure from 
the blood of all men"? 


in Earnest Worker. 
The Sabbath School lessons 
for the beginning of this year 
have been drawn from the histo- 
rical scripture regarding the acts 
and travels ol the Apostle Paul. 
There is much in the life.ot that 
holy man to interest tbe live stu 
dent of the Bible; and much 
from which to draw resolutions 
for future conduct in lite, oon- 


Thf Bible, 

There is but one God and there- 
fore but one moral system, and 
the Bible i* its exponent. Na- 
ture and revelation are the twin 
sisters ot the same parentage, the 
offspring of the same supreme 
intelligence and bear the image 
of the same parentage — God. 
There is an intellectual and mor- 
al, aB well as a material universe, 
distinctly defined, and man 
belongs to all three. That is to 
Bay, he is an animal, moral and 
intellectual being. In nature he 
is guided by sense, in religion 
by faith, and in both religion 
and nature by his reason. The 
Bible contemplates mm prima- 
rily in his spiritual relations. 
The history of nature is incor- 
porated only ao tar as is neces- 
sary to show man his origin and 
destiny, as it contemplates na- 
ture only in relation to man's 
body, soul and spirit. 

As an instructor and guide in 
spiritual things tbe Bible is com- 
plete. It is to the intellectual 
and moral man what the enn ia 
to the solar system — the foun- 
tain and source of lite and fight, 
spiritual and eternal. 

There is not a genuine spirit- 
ual idea existing among tbe hu- 
man race that is not drawn from 
the Bible. As well might the 
philosopher find a, sunbeam inde- 
pendent from the sun,- aa the 
theologian a spiritnal conception 


Almost Alone In His work.. 

In an eastern religious paper 
appeared an extract with some 
comments, which present an in- 
teresting suoject tor contempla- 
tion. The minister complained 
in hie letter, that in church 
work be felt almost alone. Thie 
ia an expression that many pas- 
tors can appropriately use and 
the truth it presents is most 
keenly felt. To make the pastor- 
al life pleasant, as well as prof 
itahle to unsaved souls, the con- 
gregation should extend their ac- 
tive and moral support, and 
work as though they really 
felt that there was a prize 
to be obtained by following their 
Savior, and iu aiding to build 
one another up in the most holy 
Faith. 

It is too often the truth now 
that the pastor is only an object 
to exercise criticism upon, and 
furnish material to the loose end 
ot idle gossip. 

The pastor ia not to be a lord, 
but a servant : aud if he does not 
thoroughly understand the work 
he is to do, every means and sup 
port at command should be free- 
ly ottered to him. The man who 
employs a servant to aid in doing 
a work, and does not abandon 
him, but carefully gives him all 
necessary assistance that the 
task may be properly and rapid- 
ly performed. In religion, the 
same earnestness and interest 
should be extended to one anoth- 
er, that the Cause be not hinder- 
ed. 


mind that there is a clash in the 
demands of modern civilisation 
and the Puritanic sentiment, on 
this question, which is yet strong 
ly rooted in the conscientious 
feelings of many religious peo- 
ple. 

There is no direct command in 
the New Testament Scriptures, 
the only true Christian discip- 
line, that Sunday should be strict- 
ly kept as a day for religious 
works and services, yet the 
whole current of Christianity 
tends in that direction ; *nd 
there is an abundance of prec- 
edence and authority in the ex 
amples and teachings of the 
Church tor the practice. In ad 
dition to the records of the 
church, nature demands that tbe 
physical organization should 
have the rest that such an observ- 
ance gives, and, the mind will 
enjoy the relief that it demands 
from the constant strain that 
business fastens upon it, if turn 
ed to proper religious exercises 
one day in seven. A Sabbath ia 
necessary as a civil institution. 

In the field of religion a Sab 
bath is indispensable ; and all 
nations that have developed 
from a state of barbarism or 
heathenism, have carefully ob- 
served and reverenced a day of 
rest. The dootrineofa sancti 
fled day appeals to our sentiment 
of reverence direct, and arouses 
it to a state of activity, develop 
ing that respect for the Omnip- 
otent and the sacred, which will 
be to the character what ballast 
is to the ship. The decay of re 
apeot for a sabbath day is the 
casting out of the ballast of the 
character; and loss ot respect 
for tbe Lord's Day, means less 
reverence for authority; less rev 
ere nee for parents ; less rever- 
ence for sacred things ; less rev- 
erence for God. 

To tear down your accusers 
reputation is no proof of your 
own innocence. 


Dr. Talmage said in a sermon 
lately, that one way to make hard 
timet and to keep tbe timea 
hard is to put on long facet and 
talk dolorously about hard times. 
T aim age is right in this. If peo- 
ple would thank God for his 
many blessings and agree to ac- 
cept the situation as it is and go 
to work and suit their wants ac- 
cording to their ability of sup- 
plying them, it would be better 
lor themselves aud others and 
for the times also. 


Mixed marriages are discour- 
aged by Catholics, because sta- 
tistics show them that tbe Catho- 
lic is more likely to adopt the 
faith of tbe Protestant spouse 
than the Protestant is to adopt 
that of the Catholic. And the 
children also are more likely to 
become Protestants than Catho- 
lics. If the reverse of this were 
true they would likely not op- 
pose them so strongly. But why 
is this so ? 


The New York Independent is 
authority for saying that there is 
a revival of evangelical religion 
in France. France needs such a 
revival. As with individuals so 
with nations. Infidelity cannot 
maintain supremacy in the con- 
test between it and tbe Bible. 
They may reject the latter tor a 
season but.will eventually return 
to its blessed teachings again in 
the hour of sober reflection. Ol 
all the influential nations of mod- 
ern times France has displayed 
the most flagrant and persistent 
infidelity. She has suffered for 
it in many ways. In blood, in 
treasure, in prestige among na 
tions. Her experiment in reject- 
ing the Bible has been a dear 
one. A return to the Bible will 
prove a blessing to the nation. 


There is a great deal said 
about going along in old ruts. 
We should remember that when 
the road is very muddy, it some 
times pays u« to get into the rut. 
Do not condemn a thing merely 
because it it is old. We should 
never give up anything merely 
because it is out ot date, unless 
we have something better to fall 
back tin. Our predjudices need 
watching. 

No men can teach what he 
does not know. No man really 
understands the value of that 
which he never had. It is he 
who knows the. joy of forgive- 
ness, who can best teach its 
blessedness. 


Monday Observance. 

There is a general agitation in 
this country and Europe, now, 
over the matter ot keeping Sun 
day as a. day set apart for relig- 
ious services. The venture ot 
the managers of the World's 
Exposition, now in progress at 
New Orleans, in keeping the in- 
stitution open on Sun days, has 
aroused to fresh activity the sen 
timent which favors strict Sun- 
day observance. 

It is evident to every observing 


According to the Ihraid .of 
'I ruth the largest Men intuitu 
Meeting House in America is in 
Mellinger'e District, Lancaster 
County Pa. It is 45x75 with a 
ceiling of 13 feet high. 

The Missionary Mevitic says, 
"The Mennouites suffering dis- 
abilities and persecutions in 
Prussia and Russia, and those 
who sought rest and religious 
liberty in ientral Asia, encoun- 
tering severe hardships and dis- 
appointment, seem to be 
turning to America as a last 
hope. A band of 80 are report- 
ed en route, having left Berlin 
July 28th. II' 

1 — f - ^ — f*^r* 

Even Switzerland is now agi- 
tating the question of a better 
observance of Sunday, or the 
Lord's Day. 


In a Christmas address the 
Pope expressed at length his 
bitter sorrow at the liberty and 
impunity with which the heret- 
ical doctrine of the Protestant 
churches were diffused in Rome. 
The Pope must evidently be 
somewhat conservative in his re- 
ligious views. 

A National Temperance 
League was organized iu Boston 
tbe first of the year. It is non- 
partisan and non-sectarian. Its 
object is the enforcement of laws, 
against the liquor traffic, and to 
suppress and banish it from tbe 
land. It numbers among its or- 
ganizers some of the leading 
temperance agitators of tbe na- 
tion. 

The New England Divorce 
lie form League has changed its 
name to the National Divorce 
Reform League. Its work has 
so extended that it is no longer 
confined V> the New England 
States. 


People make a great mistake 
when they attempt to estimate 
the guilt of sin by the painful- 
uess of Its punishment. The 
most painful diseases are not tbe 
most fatal ; nor are those sins 
which are most quickly followed 
by sharp strokes of suffering, 
necessarily the most fatal to the 
soul, Rather tear the sins which 
act upon the moral nature like 
a dull narcotic, robbing it of its 
power to discern the evil, and to 
feel that pain and abhorrence 
which a pure nature must feel 
at a touch ot what is morally 
loathsome. 


So long as a man can suffer 
keenly for his sin, he has not 
reached a hopeless state. That 
state belongs to those who sin 
and are happy and content in 
sinning. 


'I 


